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Stacy Fandos: 'The women are
more suspicious'

Stacy Fandos did not look like a typical private detective as she sat in her
black BMW on a stake-out. The 41-year-old mother of three had been on the
case for weeks, tracking a middle-class architect hooked on drugs whose
husband wants custody of their 10-year-old daughter.

Mrs Fandos, a former airline stewardess, is in fact a recent recruit to Busted,
the only all-female private eye agency in America.

Inevitably Busted has become know as the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency of
the Deep South, after the popular series of books by Alexander McCall Smith.
With her hair artfully bunched either side of her face, she is built on a less
generous scale that the fictional African detective, Mma Ramotswe, but is no
less cunning.

There are many advantages to being a woman private investigator, said Mrs
Fandos, as she pulled up in the car park of the architects' practice in an
upmarket suburb of Atlanta, 50 yards from where the methamphetamine
addict sat at her office window.

"The women are more suspicious. I much prefer getting confronted by men.
We just turn on the sex appeal, or play drunk."

The private detective industry business has never been so big, with 80 per
cent of the work coming from a bottomless well of clients - the unfaithful. The
divorce rate in America is spiralling and the chances of a marriage today
ending in divorce are 50 per cent.

Infidelity is the most common cause of divorce and the best evidence of
infidelity that stands up in court and wins custody of a child or a handsome

 

Email this article

Print this article

Share this article

Digg 

Related Content

'I've seen a good
man lose and life
goes on'

Why Southern men love the No. 1
Ladies' Detective Agency

TODAY PAST WEEK PAST MONTH

EDITOR'S CHOICE

Italian politicians 'praise'
Mussolini era

Two top Italian politicians
sparked debate about
country's dark past and
uncertain future.

Why drunks forget the embarrassing
things they do

Rowing couples let internet decide who's
right

Political correctness 'stifling arts'

Large Hadron Collider 'vital'

MOST VIEWED

1. Stephen Hawking: Large Hadron
Collider vital for humanity

2. French woman to sue Church of
Scientology for `organised fraud`

3. John McCain moves ahead of Barack
Obama in US presidential election polls

4. Stephane M`Bia wants Arsenal move as
Xabi Alonso`s agent ponders January
deal - Football

5. Grim viewing as Andy Murray`s legs
gave way - Tennis

\

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/rss
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/feeds
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/main.jhtml?menuId=242&menuItemId=-1&view=SUMMARY&grid=F2&siteId=1&targetRule=2
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/portal/main.jhtml?menuId=6826&menuItemId=-1&view=SUMMARY&grid=F8&targetRule=0/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/arts/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraphtv/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/atoz
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://dating.telegraph.co.uk/s/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/celebritynews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?menuId=6370&menuItemId=-1&view=PICHEADLINESUMMARY2&grid=F7&targetRule=14
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/
mailto:?subject=A Telegraph reader thought you would be interested in this article&body=Depending on your email program, you may be able to click on the link in the email. Alternatively, you may have to open a web browser, such as Firefox or Internet Explorer, and copy the link over into the address bar. %0A%0Ahttp://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1521537/Why-Southern-men-love-the-No.-1-Ladies-Detective-Agency.html %0A%0AFor the best content online, visit www.telegraph.co.uk
javascript:print()
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fnorthamerica%2Fusa%2F1521537%2FWhy-Southern-men-love-the-No.-1-Ladies-Detective-Agency.html&title=Why+Southern+men+love+the+No.+1+Ladies%27+Detective+Agency&media=News
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fnorthamerica%2Fusa%2F1521537%2FWhy-Southern-men-love-the-No.-1-Ladies-Detective-Agency.html&title=Why+Southern+men+love+the+No.+1+Ladies%27+Detective+Agency&media=News
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/1347290/Ive-seen-a-good-man-lose-and-life-goes-on.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/1347290/Ive-seen-a-good-man-lose-and-life-goes-on.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/1347290/Ive-seen-a-good-man-lose-and-life-goes-on.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/italy/2706408/Italian-politicians-praise-fascist-era-of-Benito-Mussolini.html

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/italy/2706408/Italian-politicians-praise-fascist-era-of-Benito-Mussolini.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/italy/2706408/Italian-politicians-praise-fascist-era-of-Benito-Mussolini.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/health/2711391/Why-drunks-forget-the-embarrassing-things-they-do.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/health/2711391/Why-drunks-forget-the-embarrassing-things-they-do.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/2711030/Sidetaker-website-lets-internet-commenters-solve-relationship-rows.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/2711030/Sidetaker-website-lets-internet-commenters-solve-relationship-rows.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/celebritynews/2706549/Andrew--Lloyd-Webber-says-political-correctness-is-stifling-creativity.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2710348/Stephen-Hawking-Large-Hadron-Collider-vital-for-humanity.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2710348/Stephen-Hawking-Large-Hadron-Collider-vital-for-humanity.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2710348/Stephen-Hawking-Large-Hadron-Collider-vital-for-humanity.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/2706707/French-woman-to-sue-Church-of-Scientology-for-organised-fraud.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/2706707/French-woman-to-sue-Church-of-Scientology-for-organised-fraud.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/uselection2008/johnmccain/2706901/John-McCain-moves-ahead-of-Barack-Obama-in-US-presidential-election-polls.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/uselection2008/johnmccain/2706901/John-McCain-moves-ahead-of-Barack-Obama-in-US-presidential-election-polls.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/football/leagues/premierleague/arsenal/2709819/Stephane-MBia-wants-Arsenal-move-as-Xabi-Alonso-agent-ponders-January-deal---Football.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/football/leagues/premierleague/arsenal/2709819/Stephane-MBia-wants-Arsenal-move-as-Xabi-Alonso-agent-ponders-January-deal---Football.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/football/leagues/premierleague/arsenal/2709819/Stephane-MBia-wants-Arsenal-move-as-Xabi-Alonso-agent-ponders-January-deal---Football.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/tennis/usopen/2708478/Grim-viewing-as-Andy-Murrays-legs-gave-way---Tennis.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/tennis/usopen/2708478/Grim-viewing-as-Andy-Murrays-legs-gave-way---Tennis.html



Why Southern men love the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency - Telegraph

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1521537/Why-Southern-Men-Love-The-No.-1-Ladies-Detective-Agency.html[9/9/2008 10:31:32 AM]

News Get feed updates

USA Get feed updates

divorce settlement is photographic.

Busted shots that have won recent court cases have shown close-ups of the
philanderer kissing his lover, touching her hair, holding hands or playfully
slapping her bottom.

"Women are more aware of being caught than men," said Mrs Fandos,
"They're more concerned about the risk, that they're losing their family. Men
are sloppier; they're thinking of one thing and they'll deal with the
consequences later."

Busted was set up three years ago by Jeanene Weiner, 43, a mother of two
whose husband had sold his business, giving her the time and money to start
up a new company. "I didn't mean it to be all women," said Mrs Weiner. "But
people were so relieved to hear a woman on the end of the phone,
particularly men, that I've stuck to women and now I've got 10 on our books.

"Men feel happier opening up to women than other men. And I do believe in
female intuition, and that women are more curious and observant than men.
We also know how to catch guys out. It's a nurturing thing, too. It's great to
get the bust, but it's hard to deliver the news, and we're better at doing that."

On display in Busted's premises in the Marietta suburb of Atlanta are the tools
of the trade. Among them are the Teddicam, a fluffy white teddy bear with a
camera lens in its left eye. Other cameras are available with lenses hidden in
a box of tissues, a binder and a pencil sharpener. Also on show are two
bottles of "Check Mate", which when poured on a stain go purple in the
presence of semen.

The same test, performed on Monica Lewinsky's dress, served to confirm her
liason with the then president Bill Clinton. Once semen is detected, it is sent
to a laboratory for DNA testing. There are other useful gadgets. "The Global
Positioning System makes surveillance much easier," said Mrs Weiner, as she
produced a black box the size of a CD, which fits under the dashboard.

"We're not allowed to fit these, but if a suspicious husband owns the car, then
it's within his rights to customise his asset," she said.

Most of Busted's clients are middle-class because the cost of a surveillance
campaign goes into the thousands of pounds. Even with the boon of GPS,
surveillance can last days, with detectives not coming cheap at £40 an hour.

"It's amazing what people are prepared to pay," said Mrs Weiner, "They're
much happier paying us everything they have than giving it away in a divorce
to a woman who's cheated on them."

Publishers wishing to reproduce photographs on this page
should phone 44 (0) 207 538 7505 or e-mail
syndication@telegraph.co.uk

More on ...

PICTURES

Stars at NY Fashion Week
Fashion savvy celebrities
assemble at New York
Fashion Week.

Pictures of the day
A chocolate gate, giant table football and a boat
on the motorway.

Celebrity sightings
Our regularly-updated review of celebrity photos
and paparazzi snaps.

Ads by Google

Private Investigator GA
Get The Facts Quickly. Discreet & Thorough
Investigations.
www.HollidayInvestigations.com

Living With A Cheater?
How To Tell If Your Relationship's Worth
Saving... And When It's Not!
HowtoSurviveTheAffair.com

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/rss
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/rss
mailto:syndication@telegraph.co.uk
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=31283&AdID=38656&TargetID=9701&Values=1471&ASeg=&AMod=&Redirect=http://clk.atdmt.com/TMP/go/106427438/direct/01/beckjpr,bemnaqxeWWzW/
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=32048&AdID=39389&TargetID=9523&Values=1462&ASeg=&AMod=&Redirect=http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/job/179220-permanent-st-albans-herts-procurement-contract-management.aspx%3Frtn%3Drsl%26order%3D0%26pagesize%3D10%26page%3D0%26searchstring%3D0179220%26jobreference%3D%26discipline%3D0%26location%3D0%26salaryfrom%3D0%26salaryto%3D0%26jobtypes%3D%26agedays%3D0%26company%3D0
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/celebritynews/2711446/Celebrities-at-the-Mercedes-Benz-Fashion-Week-in-New-York-City.html

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/celebritynews/2711446/Celebrities-at-the-Mercedes-Benz-Fashion-Week-in-New-York-City.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/picturesoftheday/2710834/Pictures-of-the-day-9-September-2008.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/celebritynews/2444335/Celebrity-sightings.html
http://services.google.com/feedback/abg?url=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1521537/Why-Southern-Men-Love-The-No.-1-Ladies-Detective-Agency.html&hl=en&client=ca-telegraph_uk_300x250&adU=www.HollidayInvestigations.com&adT=Private+Investigator+GA&adU=HowtoSurviveTheAffair.com&adT=Living+With+A+Cheater%3F&done=1
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BiJdZjIfGSP_UGZuGywWn2e2lDfmyzogBp5v-5QnAjbcBsMU3EAEYASCGzu8MKAI4AFC29-w5YMmmyYfgo7QQsgETd3d3LnRlbGVncmFwaC5jby51a7oBETMwMHgyNTBfcGFzX2FiZ25jyAEB2gF_aHR0cDovL3d3dy50ZWxlZ3JhcGguY28udWsvbmV3cy93b3JsZG5ld3Mvbm9ydGhhbWVyaWNhL3VzYS8xNTIxNTM3L1doeS1Tb3V0aGVybi1NZW4tTG92ZS1UaGUtTm8uLTEtTGFkaWVzLURldGVjdGl2ZS1BZ2VuY3kuaHRtbMgCw4aNBKgDAegDmAPoA8UC6AM39QMAAAAA9QMEAAAAiAQBkAQBmAQA&num=1&adurl=http://hollidayinvestigatio.reachlocal.com/%3Fscid%3D939771%26kw%3D1072716&client=ca-telegraph_uk_300x250
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BLyhAjIfGSP_UGZuGywWn2e2lDdrajVTSrPbJCMCNtwGAph0QAhgCIIbO7wwoAjgAUMbB4MwEYMmmyYfgo7QQoAGcxej7A7IBE3d3dy50ZWxlZ3JhcGguY28udWu6AREzMDB4MjUwX3Bhc19hYmduY8gBAdoBf2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudGVsZWdyYXBoLmNvLnVrL25ld3Mvd29ybGRuZXdzL25vcnRoYW1lcmljYS91c2EvMTUyMTUzNy9XaHktU291dGhlcm4tTWVuLUxvdmUtVGhlLU5vLi0xLUxhZGllcy1EZXRlY3RpdmUtQWdlbmN5Lmh0bWyAAgGoAwHoA5gD6APFAugDN_UDAAAAAPUDBAAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=2&adurl=http://www.howtosurvivetheaffair.com/oi.php%3Fkw%3Dcheating%2520divorce%2520husband%26i%3D786&client=ca-telegraph_uk_300x250


Why Southern men love the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency - Telegraph

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1521537/Why-Southern-Men-Love-The-No.-1-Ladies-Detective-Agency.html[9/9/2008 10:31:32 AM]

YOUR MONEY

New build bargains
Is it time to take advantage of deals
as developers grow desperate?

TRAVEL

Win a £2,500 camera
Enter our digital travel photography
competition for a chance to win.

CRUISES

Special cruise offers
Don't miss exclusive offers during
National Cruise Week.

JOBS

Make job-hunting easy
Upload your CV today and let the
best employers come to you.

Back to top

More Telegraph.co.uk
A to Z  Blogs  Business  Comment  Crossword  Culture  Dating  Earth  Education  Expat  Fantasy Football  Fashion
Features  Food & Drink  Football  Gardening  Health  Horoscopes  Jobs  Lifestyle  Mobile  Motoring  My Telegraph
News  Obituaries  Promotions  Property  Science  Sport  Style Book  Sudoku  Technology  Travel  Video  Weather
Widgets  Your Money
Archive  Contact us  RSS Feeds  Today's news  Syndication  Reader prints
© Copyright of Telegraph Media Group Limited 2008  Terms & Conditions of reading  Commercial information  Privacy and Cookie Policy.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/yourmoney
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/main.jhtml?xml=/money/2008/09/08/ymnewbuild108.xml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/main.jhtml?xml=/money/2008/09/08/ymnewbuild108.xml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/2687628/Nikon-travel-photography-competition-shoot-the-world-and-win-a-2500-camera.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/2687628/Nikon-travel-photography-competition-shoot-the-world-and-win-a-2500-camera.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/cruises/nationalcruiseweek/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/cruises/nationalcruiseweek/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/cruises/nationalcruiseweek/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/theroyalfamily/
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/atoz
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/main.jhtml?menuId=242&menuItemId=-1&view=SUMMARY&grid=F2&targetRule=2
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/crossword
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/arts/index.jhtml
http://dating.telegraph.co.uk/s/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/main.jhtml?menuId=6586&menuItemId=-1&view=PICHEADLINESUMMARY2&grid=F7&targetRule=14
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/global
http://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/fashion/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/portal/main.jhtml?menuId=6245&menuItemId=-1&view=PICHEADLINESUMMARY&grid=F7&targetRule=10
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/wine/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/football/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/gardening/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/arts/main.jhtml?menuId=5965&menuItemId=-1&view=DISPLAYCONTENT&grid=A1&targetRule=0
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/portal/main.jhtml?menuId=6826&menuItemId=-1&view=SUMMARY&grid=F8&targetRule=0
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/mobile
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/index.jhtml
http://my.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/promotions/index.jhtml?menuId=6476&menuItemId=-1&view=CAMPAIGN&grid=A1&targetRule=0
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/property/main.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?menuId=6370&menuItemId=-1&view=PICHEADLINESUMMARY2&grid=F7&targetRule=14
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1435295/Telegraph-Style-Book-Introduction.html
http://www.sudoku.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/digitallife/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraphtv/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/weather/index.jhtml?menuId=6475&menuItemId=-1&view=CAMPAIGN&grid=A1&targetRule=0
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/portal/main.jhtml?view=CAMPAIGN&grid=A1NoGoogle&pg=/ETHtml/content/promotions/2008/05/21/widgets/Widgets_-_Gadgets_-_Applications.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/index.jhtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/archive
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/contactus
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/feeds
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/archive/2008-9-9.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/portal/main.jhtml?xml=/portal/syndication/syndication.xml
http://3276.e-printphoto.co.uk/dailytelegraph/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/portal/main.jhtml?menuId=-1&menuItemId=-1&view=TERMSCONDITIONS&grid=A1NoGoogle
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/portal/main.jhtml?menuId=-1&menuItemId=-1&view=TERMSCONDITIONS&grid=A1NoGoogle
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/advertising
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/portal/main.jhtml?menuId=-1&menuItemId=-1&view=PRIVACY&grid=A1NoGoogle

	www.telegraph.co.uk
	Why Southern men love the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency - Telegraph


	RldGVjdGl2ZS1BZ2VuY3kuaHRtbAA=: 
	SearchForm: 
	queryText: 
	Search: 




